FACHORIORINION

Students practice using facts and separating fact from opinion

Zone In
Free Write

1. Students write as many words as possible in 1 minute.

2. Wirite on the board the target number of words for the group (10 times the number
of students). Students don't have to worry about spelling—just quantity and speed.

3. Give the keyword MUGGER. Say GO; time 1 minute. STOP.

4. Students count their words. Add everyone's fotal to get the total for the group. Did
the group make the goal2 Ask for volunteers to read their lists.

Topic
Fact or Opinion
(Materials: Fact Sheet on Crime )

Introduction

What does it mean when someone says, “That's just your opinion,” or “That's a fact’® What is the
difference between fact and opinion?

Explain: Facts are information that is true or has been proven in some way, such as by research.
Opinions are beliefs, or what someone thinks. A person may base his or her opinion on facts.

Example: "Young people shouldn't smoke.” Fact or opinion? (Answer: opinion)
"Smoking causes lung cancer.” Fact or opinion? (Answer: faci)

Ask: VWhen do you want to use factse Answers:
* When you are frying fo persuade someone, or convince someone, or argue for or against

something. You can use facts to support your opinion.
* \When you are frying fo give just the basic information without your opinion.

Activity
Distribute Fact Sheet on Crime ¢.

Ask: How do you know these are factse Answer: Because it shows that the information is based
on research.



Explain: VWe want to hear your opinion about violence and crime. Back up what you say with
facts. Work in pairs and use the facts on the handout. You can talk about:

* gun control e sfreef and safefy smarts e community cenfers
* juvenile justice ® jobs, justice, and crime e other

Wrap Up

Ask students to present their opinion with the facts to back it up.
Ask if students learned any facts. Did the facts affect their opinionse

What kind of reading and writing gives facts? (Answer: non-fiction)
Is it fact or opinion that research papers need facts to support what they say2 (Answer: factl)
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CLINIC 12 HANDOUT

FAGIRSH EETRONICRIME

Here are the facts:

1.

NOO0uhownN —

1992, guns were involved in 68% of all murders in the United States. '

High crime rafes are linked fo high unemployment rafes.?

In 19906, 45% of all people arrested in the United Stafes were under 25 years old.

Of all the people arrested, 78% were males.’

Bigger punishments for crimes have not lowered the crime rate. *

In societfies that value the success of the individual person more than family or

community, there is more crime.”

Burglars went through unlocked doors or windows or used a "hidden" key in over

three million American burglaries.®

The poorer the person is, the more likely he or she is to be a crime victim.”
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